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Abstract

The half-year mission of Alexander Gerst to the International Space Station stipulated a lot of public
interest in human Spaceflight in Germany. The Columbus Control Center (Col-CC) operated by DLR
used its expertise and its close connection to real-time ISS operations to complement and enrich the official
public outreach of DLR with own elements and contributions. Goal was to provide first-hand info from
a control center perspective as well as to increase the awareness of the public for the ISS control center
in Germany. All efforts were done without major specific funding and by Spaceflight professionals beside
their operational support of the mission. This paper presents the public outreach contributions of the
Flight Control Team, their interfaces with the department for public outreach of DLR and the successful
implementation of an outreach concept driven by the experts themselves.
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