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Abstract

The only active radiation monitor flown on the first test of the new Orion module was a Medipix-based
Battery-powered Independent Radiation Detector (BIRD). There were two independent detectors in the
same housing, and both functioned flawlessly throughout the entire flight. Data were taken continuously
starting with an accelerometer activated turn-on at launch through splashdown. The detectors record the
details of the incident radiation on a track-by-track basis, and the results of the first measurements inside
a man-rated vehicle at higher altitudes in the trapped radiation belts since Apollo.
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