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CAN RITUAL REPRESENT A FRAMEWORK FOR COMMUNICATION WITH ET?

Abstract

In his book Liberating Rites, Tom Driver argues that rituals represent pre-linguistic types of commu-
nication expressed in the form of performance as a very specific kind of doing. Ritualization of action
represent a type of communication that humans have long used to communicate with both other humans
who lack common language and other animals. Furthermore, ritual, or at least ritualized forms of behav-
ior, are found not only among humans, but also among other animals, including chimpanzees, cats, and
dogs. Dogs, for example, may engage in ritualized behavior, such as scratching at the door and barking,
as a means of attempting to communicate a desire to get out, an action that is understood by a human,
despite the fact that we are unable to communicate linguistically. In this paper, I am interested in ex-
ploring the potential of ritual performance as a means of communication with non-humans. I argue that
the study of ritual and ritualized behavior, understood as a technique for non-linguistic communication
about the world, has potential as a framework for thinking about how humans might communicate with
an alien with whom we share neither a language, nor a set of symbolic structures.
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