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Abstract

Latin America has traditionally lacked of significant initiatives from the public and private sector to be
engaged in the global space value chain. In general, Latin American decisions makers tend to consider the
space industry unreachable, due to the lack of technical capacities in the region. As a result, while other
emerging economies develop programs and projects to create such capacities, Latin America stagnates.
This vicious cycle makes most of Latin American countries fail to identify opportunities that can be
actually possible to develop.

This paper will compare the recent experiences of Costa Rica and Mexico as emerging Latin American
actors of the global space industry. It will be described the characteristics and value niches that both
countries have identified according with their scale and capacities, as well as the comparative advantages
that they are promoting to attract foreign direct investment to their jurisdictions.
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