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TOWARDS A UN SPACE POLICY

Abstract

At the 52nd session of the UN Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UN-COPUOS), held
in Vienna in February 2009, the Chairman of COPUOS presented a concept paper titled ”Towards a UN
Space Policy.” This initiative was welcomed by a number of delegations, and was further endorsed at the
General Assembly, in its resolution 64-86.

In the adopted resolution the General Assembly ”notes with appreciation that the initiative of the
Chairman of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space seeks a holistic approach for enhancing
coordination between Member States and the United Nations system in applying space science and tech-
nology to meet the challenges to development of all countries and to further promote and strengthen the
use of space technology and its applications in the United Nations system would be further developed for
consideration of the Committee at its fifty-third session.”

During the sessions of the COPUOS Scientific and Technical Subcommittee informal consultations
took place in February 2010 in order to prepare the work of the Committee at its 54th session, in June
2010. These consultations have enriched the dialogue around a UN space policy and are helping to clarify
a number of issues touched on in the concept paper, particularly in regard to the role of the UN and
its agencies as both a subject and an object of such an over-arching policy. This paper will discuss the
concept and present a status update on the discussions in COPUOS.
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