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Abstract

In recent years, governmental technical experts have jointly developed non-binding guidelines to miti-
gate the proliferation of orbital debris and a safety framework for protecting people and the environment in
Earth’s biosphere from potential hazards associated with space applications using nuclear power sources.
These documents provide voluntary guidance for the development of national and, perhaps later, interna-
tional intergovernmental requirements, while allowing for flexibility in adapting such technical guidance
within municipal regulatory systems for authorizing and supervising national activities in space. By their
express terms, the documents are not intended to create legally binding obligations under international
law. However, they make highly important contributions to international efforts to promote orderly and
transparent exploration and use of outer space by governmental and non-governmental entities.

The paper will discuss the purpose and scope of technical and programmatic guidance of this nature
and the status of such documents in the context of international treaties and principles promulgated by
the United Nations’ Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.



