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Abstract

At recent international meetings opinions were expressed to the effect that the limitation on liability
imposed by the U.S. Commercial Space Launch Act constitutes a U.S. limitation on liability regardless
of the unlimited liability established by the Liability Convention. My paper will first examine the treaty
history of the Liability Convention regarding the issue of the amount of compensation. Secondly, the
paper will examine the U.S. Commercial Space Launch Act, its legislative purpose for limiting liability
and its reexamination of the limitations on liability when the statutory limitation was re-authorized by the
legislature in 2009, Thirdly, the paper will examine conformity of the statute with the treaty, application
of the law that is latest in time, as well as existing judicial interpretation.. Fourthly the paper will describe
how judicial decision-making by the tripartite Claims Commission or alternatively by the International
Court of Justice could affect the liability issue. Fifthly, the paper will provide a conclusion clarifying
how the issue of compensation under national legislation is an international issue under the Liability
Convention.
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