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Abstract

The global space economy continues to experience robust growth, reaching a total market value of
US$570 billion in 2023, driven by an 18% surge in military space spending and a 7.4% year-on-year
increase in commercial space activity. Unique trends and opportunities have emerged across the key
regions of Canada, Japan, the UK, and the US. While the US remains the dominant force with a space
budget of US$74 billion in 2023, Japan’s space spending rose 32%, reflecting its ambition to lead in
satellite systems and space transportation. Canada and the UK, though comparatively smaller players,
are actively investing in space innovation.

An Australian initiative, Innovative Launch, Automation, Novel Materials, Communications, and Hy-
personics (iILAuNCH) Trailblazer Program, has established the Global Pathfinder program in partnership
with Deloitte Space to unlock significant opportunities to advance space R&D and foster international
collaboration. By establishing strategic partnerships with global aerospace organizations, the program
aims to accelerate technological development in areas such as hypersonic flight systems, in-space manu-
facturing, and optical communication. These innovations contribute directly to the commercial success of
both Australian and international aerospace sectors. The program’s impact extends beyond the iLAuNCH
consortium of more than thirty industry partners and three leading universities. It offers a pathway for
international collaborators to engage with the broader Australian space value chain, tapping into uncap-
italized opportunities across research institutions, startups, and key enablers not currently part of the
consortium.

In this paper, we will discuss the Global Pathfinder model, including methodologies and findings of the
engagement study, effective mechanisms for international engagements, and the scalability of partnerships
to drive economic impact.



