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Abstract

While Japan-based research is recognised worldwide, its geography not only makes it a challenge for
students and early career researchers to connect internationally, but also nationally. Especially when it
comes to astrobiology and space exploration, which is still a small community in Japan. To promote
networking and collaboration among international and local Japanese students, the Astrobiology Grad-
uate Conference Japan (AbGradJ) was established following the format of AbGradCon and AbGradE.
In contrast to the previously mentioned, AbGradJ had presentations and posters in both English and
Japanese, to both encourage Japanese students who are not yet proficient in English to join and encour-
age research being conducted and presented in students’ native language(s). This conference brought
together 38 participants, of which 6 were last year high school students. We reached a gender breakdown
of 39The event was composed of 14 student talks, 3 graduate life sessions, and a workshop, which revolved
around identifying candidate analog environments of astrobiological interest in Japan. Three groups were
formed for the workshop and work has been carried out with the aim to publish a peer-reviewed paper.
This first event created a unique opportunity for a diverse group of students interested in astrobiology and
space exploration to connect with each other. It also introduced them to working in an interdisciplinary
and multicultural team through the organised workshop. While the organisers are working on a sec-
ond edition of AbGradJ, future plans include the organisation of AbGrad Asia-Pacific, to bring together
students and early career scientists from these regions, which includes both space-faring and non-faring
nations. This event could help students establish a network within these regions, which could develop in
further collaboration and can help open up new opportunities for students in countries that do not have
strong astrobiology or space programs. In summary, AbGradJ allowed a diverse community of students
to meet and network, while also allowing students who organised it to develop soft skills that are not
acquired through academic research. This format can be implemented in other countries to help students
develop soft skills and create a stronger community during their school years, leading to create a stronger
community in their future careers. For this, the future establishment of an AbGrad Asia-Pacific is critical
to achieve a stronger international community in this region.



