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Abstract

One of the Special Sessions that took place at IAC 2023 in Baku was titled ”Could You Help Us
with This Asteroid? A Planetary Defence Workshop to Save the World and Introducing The Schweickart
Prize”.

The two main goals of this planetary defence themed Special Session were to bring the exciting topic
of the PDC to the audience of the IAC and to inspire students and young professionals to pursue a career
in this field.

Using a realistic but entirely fictitious scenario from the 2023 Planetary Defence Conference (PDC)
exercise, the participants of this workshop style Special Session were in for a treat as the introduction to
the topic was given by none other than Apollo 9 astronaut Rusty Schweickart!

Moderated by Alex Karl, one of the PDC co-chairs, the participants then joined one of four groups and
started discussing under the guidance of the experts: • Science (Daniel Scheeres, University of Colorado):
What do we need to know about the asteroid? • Technology (Rusty Schweickart, Astronaut): What can
we do about it? • Legal (Frans von der Dunk, University of NebraskaLincoln): What are we allowed to
do? • Media/Communications (Anastasia Medvedeva, independent journalist): What and how are we
telling the world?

The feedback from the participants at the end of the workshop was very positive. The main out-
come was that this is a complex, global, and interdisciplinary topic that requires more collaboration and
communication.

The main focus of this paper is on the media and communications aspects. First it will outline how
the media representatives were divided into national news, international news, social media, even fake
news, and how they were tasked to gather information from the other groups just like real media outlets
would.

The paper will then identify how this approach stirred things up quite a bit and concludes how it
provided all participants with a newfound perspective on the needs and challenges of the media, demon-
strating the power of mutual understanding.
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