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Abstract

Observed through the lens of many entities and bodies, Syrian youth have a profound interest in and
pursuit of space-related activities. Mainly, this paper showcases the Syrian Astronomical Association’s
(SAA) work. The Young Astronomer is SAA’s flagship program for children and adolescents as beneficia-
ries, and youth as mentors and trainers. Throughout the years and across Syria, this and other outreach
programs have targeted populations from marginalized and host communities alike with space clubs and
introductory sessions on the solar system and some star constellations, followed by night observations
with telescopes and the naked eye. In addition, there has been a shift in the participation of women,
starting with a somewhat limiting environment in 2018 to a nearly full female-led public speaking event
in 2024.

Also, the paper covers the aerospace engineering department at the University of Aleppo, as well as
diversity in academia, as enrolled students and professors alike hail from different regions of Syria and
collaborate on projects.

Moreover, the paper looks into Syrian non-space-oriented associations, entities, and initiatives that
have conducted space activities or projects, whether in partnership with SAA, such as JCI Aleppo’s collab-
oration with the International Moon Village, or by themselves, such as Nama’a Association’s Space Science
Club as part of the Athar project that was funded by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).
All of these operate under strict guidelines of no discrimination or allocation of opportunity based on
personal backgrounds, i.e. under the principle of ”space for all”.

In addition, a survey conducted with key persons is used to map some insights concerning the achieve-
ments of Syrians, such as reaching the final of spUN debate in 2024 on space policy, and the challenges they
still face relevant to space, whether in Syria or abroad, such as being forbidden to apply to international
opportunities in some space agencies and New Space companies because of the ongoing sanctions.

Last but not least, the paper discusses the author’s suggestions for an inclusive future for Syrian youth
and youth in other developing countries in the space sector in light of the most recent political change in
December 2024. It is not just Syria’s youth who can contribute to the international community in space,
whether in theory or practice, as it is only an example of what they have accomplished so far, and what
they can do if given wider horizons and substantial opportunities for the benefit of humanity.
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