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SPACE WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

Abstract

Space Gurion, a student-led space community at Ben-Gurion University, fosters innovation and skill
development in the next generation of space professionals. Established under YAZAMUT360, the uni-
versity’s Entrepreneurship center, and the Earth and Planetary Image Facility, our initiative is fully
student-driven, with support from academic staff and industry leaders. We provide hands-on experience
in space technology, engineering, and research, bridging academia and industry. Our primary goal is to
cultivate a skilled workforce by engaging students in real-world projects. We offer structured and unique
entrepreneurial mentorship and collaboration opportunities with leading space organizations, ensuring
that our members gain industry-relevant expertise throughout their university studies. Our interdisci-
plinary team from mechanical and electrical engineering, computer science, social sciences, and natural
sciences actively contributes to cutting-edge research and technological advancements. By embracing
diverse perspectives and expertise, we foster an inclusive community where everyone belongs and can
contribute meaningfully to the advancement of space exploration. Space Gurion’s initiative focuses on
four key areas: 1) Industry-Academia collaboration: we facilitate cooperation between the space industry,
academic staff, and students, creating opportunities for mentorship, research, and technological develop-
ment. By engaging with industry leaders, we ensure our members gain valuable insights and real-world
experience. 2) Innovative student-led programs: Students work alongside academic staff and space indus-
try experts to develop cutting-edge programs that encourage hands-on learning and career opportunities
in the space sector. These initiatives include research projects, engineering challenges, and startup col-
laborations. 3) Education and exposure to space technologies: We organize lectures, workshops, and
networking events featuring prominent figures in the space sector. Past speakers have included Israeli
astronaut Eytan Stibbe, astronaut Jeff Hoffman, and other experts from the global space community.
4) Hands-on Engineering Experience: We manage a large-scale engineering project focused on building
a research rocket from scratch. This initiative aligns with international rocketry competitions providing
students with practical skills before entering the workforce. Our impact is reflected in growing student
participation in research, entrepreneurship, and workforce development. By integrating academic learning
with practical application, we equip students with technical expertise and leadership skills vital for the
evolving space industry. We assess our effectiveness through qualitative and quantitative evaluations,
including participant feedback and career tracking. This presentation highlights Space Gurion’s innova-



tive approach to space workforce development, lessons learned, and recommendations for scaling similar
initiatives globally. Our model demonstrates how student-led, university-supported programs can shape
the future of the space industry.



