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Abstract

The expansion of space exploration and utilization across scientific, commercial, and military domains
has led to an increasing need for effective regulation. Under Article VI of the Outer Space Treaty, states
are required to authorize and continuously supervise all national space activities. In response, a growing
number of states have implemented national space laws to regulate the processes of authorization and
supervision. These laws typically outline the conditions for obtaining a space license, the responsible
licensing authorities, the obligations of operators concerning the conduct of their space activities, and
the sanctions for legal breaches. In many cases, this includes the integration of criminal law provisions
alongside administrative measures, with penalties that can range from monetary fines to imprisonment.
Essentially, while administrative law primarily governs the licensing process, ensuring operators adhere
to safety, environmental, and technical standards, criminal law provisions are becoming an increasingly
significant tool for enforcing compliance, particularly for serious violations. This presentation explores the
combination of administrative and criminal legal approaches within domestic space legislation, examining
each approach individually and in relation to one another. The focus is on their potential to mitigate
harm caused by space technology, specifically in three key areas: environmental harm, interference with
other space activities, and harm to human health, lives, and human rights. The discussion highlights both
the benefits and challenges of integrating criminal penalties into administrative space laws. On one hand,
criminal sanctions can serve as a strong deterrent against negligence or recklessness, which could lead to
significant harm to the environment, other space activities, and human rights and well-being. On the other
hand, the interplay between administrative and criminal provisions raises important questions regarding
enforcement, as well as their relationship with broader national criminal legislation, including national
Criminal Codes. Finally, the presenation evaluates the advantages and limitations of both approaches
and offers recommendations for achieving a balanced integration of these frameworks.
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