76th International Astronautical Congress 2025 Paper ID: 102632

23rd TAA SYMPOSIUM ON SPACE DEBRIS (A6)
Interactive Presentations - 23rd IAA SYMPOSIUM ON SPACE DEBRIS (IP)

Author: Dr. Christina Giannopapa
European Union Agency for the Space Programme (EUSPA), Czech Republic

AN EVOLVING ENGAGEMENT OF THE EU AGENCY FOR THE SPACE PROGRAMME IN
APPLICATIONS FOR SPACE SECURITY

Abstract

As the geopolitical landscape continues to evolve, the EU’s commitment to securing its space infras-
tructure becomes increasingly vital. The European Union (EU) is undergoing a paradigm shift in its space
policy, integrating security and defence considerations in its space activities. At the forefront of this shift
is the European Union Agency for the Space Programme (EUSPA), which plays a pivotal role in the gov-
ernance, security accreditation, and operational management of EU space assets of the European Union
Space Programme. The EU Space Strategy for Security and Defence (EUSSD) and the 2022 Strategic
Compass, positioning space as a strategic domain critical to European resilience, autonomy, and security.
This paper examines the evolving engagement of the EU through EUSPA | analyzing its contributions of
space technologies and applications to space security, resilience against emerging threats, and the broader
European strategic autonomy agenda. It highlights the security-related applications and services within
flagship programmes such as Galileo, Copernicus, GOVSATCOM, and EU SST, showcasing their growing
role in safety, security, defence, crisis management, and cybersecurity. Furthermore, the paper highlights
the role of EUSPA in securing the continuity and integrity of space-based services essential to European
and global stability. This paper contributes to the ongoing discourse on EUSPA space activities, exam-
ining the interplay between security, technological innovation, and strategic autonomy. By consolidating
its approach to space security, the EUSPA is not only safeguarding its critical assets but also reinforcing
its position as a key player in space ecosystem. Reference [1] Regulation (EU) 2021/696 of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 28 April 2021 establishing the Union Space Programme and the Eu-
ropean Union Agency for the Space Programme and repealing Regulations (EU) No 912/2010 (EU), No
1285/2013 and (EU) No 377/2014 and Decision No 541/2014/EU, Off. J. Eur. Union L, vol. 170, pp.
69-148, 2021. Available: Publications Office (europa.eu) (Accessed: March 6, 2025).

[2] Council of the European Union, “A Strategic Compass for Security and Defence - For a Euro-
pean Union that Protects its Citizens, Values and Interests and Contributes to International Peace and
Security”, 2022. Available: https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-7371-2022-INIT /en/pdf
(Accessed: March 2, 2025).
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