
76th International Astronautical Congress 2025

IAF BUSINESSES AND INNOVATION SYMPOSIUM (E6)
Space Entrepreneurship and Investment: The Practitioners’ Perspectives (1)

Author: Mr. Albert Nicolás López
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Abstract

The rapid growth of the commercial space sector has created new opportunities for startups and
investors to drive innovation, economic growth and technological advancements. As space-based products
and services become increasingly integrated into industries such as telecommunications, food and disaster
management, regional innovation ecosystems play a key role in accelerating new ventures. The NewSpace
Catalonia Accelerator, launched as part of Catalonia’s NewSpace Strategy, serves as a case study of how
targeted public-private initiatives can foster entrepreneurship, attract investment and support early-stage
space companies in scaling their businesses.

This paper presents insights from the NewSpace Catalonia Accelerator, a pioneering program designed
to provide tailored support for space startups, including funding access, technical mentorship and com-
mercial partnerships. The accelerator is a joint initiative supported by the Government of Catalonia, the
Institute of Space Studies of Catalonia (IEEC), Starburst and industry stakeholders, aimed at positioning
the region as a European hub for NewSpace activities. Through this accelerator, startups gain access to:

-Funding Investment Networks: Connecting entrepreneurs with venture capital firms, angel investors
and public funding opportunities to accelerate their go-to-market strategy.

-Infrastructure and Technical Support: Providing access to testing facilities, satellite data and expert
mentorship in key areas such as Earth observation, GNSS applications and telecommunications.

-Regulatory and Market Access: Guiding companies through European and international regulatory
frameworks to facilitate commercial deployment.

-Corporate Partnerships: Bridging the gap between startups and established aerospace companies to
foster collaboration and market entry.

This paper explores the impact of the NewSpace Catalonia Accelerator in fostering a thriving startup
ecosystem, outlining success stories from participating companies that have developed breakthrough tech-
nologies and applications in satellite navigation, positioning accuracy, propulsion and remote sensing
systems. It will also examine challenges such as investment readiness, scaling barriers and the evolving
landscape of space venture funding in Europe. Furthermore, the study will assess how such initiatives can
be replicated in other regions looking to establish their own space innovation ecosystems. With a growing
emphasis on regional space hubs, the insights from Catalonia’s accelerator provide valuable lessons for
governments, investors and entrepreneurs aiming to capitalize on the NewSpace revolution. By supporting
space startups through strategic funding, mentorship and industry partnerships, acceleration programs
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are not only strengthening Europe’s competitive edge but also demonstrating how regional initiatives can
drive global space entrepreneurship and investment.
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