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SPACEKIND - JEDI TRAINING FOR THE SPACE COMMUNITY

Abstract

When we venture beyond Earth and settle the planets we want to take the best version of humanity
with us. To do so we have to start with ourselves.

SpaceKind training is an 8-week leadership and personal development course, taking place virtually
three times per year. Led by a facilitator and supported by a number of group leads, the participants are
led on a ‘Hero’s Journey’ that challenges them to take on things in their personal and professional lives
that may be keeping them from being effective, team-oriented, peaceful and fulfilled.

SpaceKind participants come from different parts of the world and range from early career to mid
career to encore career. They are united by a common background or interest in space.

Using Star Wars and examples from the space industry it is tailored for space enthusiasts and pro-
fessionals. The course manual is the book ‘The New Right Stuff’ written by Loretta Hidalgo Whitesides
who is also the founder and lead facilitator of the course.

15 cohorts have already successfully completed the training, spanning over 500 people ranging from
individuals from emerging space nations to space professionals working at space agencies, well known
companies and everything in between. Successful participants can choose to take on SpaceKind Level II
training that builds on the first level.

Several alumni have since gone to space - Dr. Sian Proctor (Inspiration 4), Chris Huie (Galactic’s
Unity-25 test flight) Ron Rosano (Galactic-04), Andy Sadwani (Galactic-07), and Elaine Chia Hyde (NS-
30) all went after their training, while Chris Sembroski (Inspiration 4) flew to space first. Kerianne Flynn’s
flight with NS-31 was announced during her spring 2025 SpaceKind training and Jannicke Mikkelsen (Fram
2) was selected for the first human polar orbit set to fly in Spring 2025.

This paper will outline the content of the course and share the experience from a facilitator and student
perspective, and explore the positive changes the training has made in participant’s lives based on direct
feedback received.

SpaceKind is more than just a training course, it has grown into a community that is making a positive
contribution to the global space workforce.
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