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WHY SHOULD WE CARE ABOUT ASTROBIOLOGY?

Abstract

Astrobiology, the domain encompassing numerous disciplines, asks profound questions about life and
our role in the cosmos. It is an unusual field, and not one that can be ignored for long. The arguments
presented make a case for the initiative and process of astrobiology itself, and not the gain from successful
results. It cannot help but invigorate perspectives, cosmic and evolutionary. As many firmly support,
these very attributes of the study will increasingly lift society. The range of entirely novel environments
the pursuit will take us is virtually limitless and thus has the potential to be a never-ending source of
enrichment on many levels of intellect and humanity, whether extraterrestrial life is discovered or not. In
this review, we present arguments on why ‘we’ should care about this field. We present perspectives from
the point-of-view of multiple stakeholders including scientists, governments, private companies, society,
philosophers, religious groups, developing nations and the sustainability movement. Arguments are put
forth for each case to drive home astrobiology’s unique relevance in the world.
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