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Abstract

On December 20th, 2024, Somali President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud confirmed that Turkey has offi-
cially started a project to build a spaceport in Somalia. At an event in Mogadishu, Mohamud highlighted
the project’s geopolitical and economic impact, which he expects to generate employment and billions of
dollars of revenues.

Somalia may appear as an odd pick to build a sensitive infrastructure such as a spaceport considering
its unstable political and security situation and the fragmentation of its territory between the Federal
Government of Somalia (FGS), Jubaland, Puntland, and terrorist group Al-Shabaab. However, its geo-
graphical location close to the equator makes it ideal to launch satellites, especially into geostationary
orbit (GEO).

Drawing from experiences in challenging environments such as the European Spaceport in Kourou as
well as practices of the oil and gas industry in Africa, the article provides a prospective analysis and a
risk assessment of the future Turkish spaceport in Somalia.

The article first provides an overview of the political and geopolitical situation in Somalia. It then
assesses the security of a potential spaceport in this region looking at the location, accessibility for launch
vehicles, the security of the staff, and protection against natural disasters. The article then looks at
political, legal and economic challenges related to the establishment of the spaceport. Finally, the article
takes a broader look and put the project of this spaceport in the context of a race for the establishment
of spaceports and ground-based space infrastructure in Africa.
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