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URSO – THE UNION REGISTER OF SPACE OBJECTS

Abstract

In the effort to consolidate European space activities, the European proposal for an EU Space Act
envisages the establishment of a Union Register of Space Objects (URSO). The register is intended to
complement the UN Register of Objects Launched into Outer Space, as well as other existing registries,
such as national registers and the ITU regime for the registration of frequency assignments used by space
services.

This contribution briefly addresses the technical aspects of the URSO. Its focus lies on two main points.
First, it analyses the central relevance of URSO registration for space activities conducted by operators
established in the EU, as well as by non-EU operators operating under EU authorization or participating
in EU space activities. Second, it discusses the potential impact of the URSO on both small-scale and
large-scale operators.
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