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Abstract

This paper examines the role of artistic practice in promoting ethical reflection and behaviour, and
its capacity to foster peace and responsible development in space activities. In alignment with the IAC
2026 theme “The World Needs More Space,” it argues that the rapid expansion of humanity’s presence
beyond Earth presents challenges that are no longer solely technological or economic, but fundamentally
ethical and cultural. As space becomes an increasingly contested and utilised domain, artistic practice
offers distinctive tools for shaping space as a peaceful, responsible, and inclusive environment shared by all
humankind. The paper focuses on the work of Italian artist Michelangelo Pistoletto and his collaborative
initiatives with actors in the space sector, examining how art can articulate shared values, stimulate
dialogue across disciplines, and translate abstract ethical principles into accessible and meaningful forms.
Through selected case analyses, the study demonstrates how artistic engagement can support global
cooperation, reinforce the peaceful use of outer space, and encourage a cultural shift toward sustainability
and collective stewardship. By positioning art not as a peripheral or symbolic activity but as an active
contributor to space governance and the public imagination, the paper highlights its potential to influence
ethical awareness and long-term decision-making. Ultimately, it suggests that responding to humanity’s
need for “more space” requires not only expanding physical access to orbit and beyond, but also cultivating
cultural and ethical frameworks capable of ensuring that space remains a peaceful frontier for present and
future generations.



