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Abstract

Since the 1970s, Richard Clar played an important role in creating and guiding the narrative on space
art through artistic practice, and being the driving force behind the TAC session focusing on this topic. As
a new media interdisciplinary artist, Clar started thinking about space within the genre of conceptual art
practices of the 1960s. His inspirations included, among others, the visionary MIT-affiliated researcher-
artist Joe Davis, who conceived seminal early space art works for NASA, the Arecibo Observatory, and
became a leader in the nascent bio-art movement. Clar’s early sculptures, multimedia artworks, and
prints were also influenced by the California finish-fetish movement, motorcycles, and speed. From his
“grounded” works in the 1960s and 1970s, it’s possible to trace the genetic seeds of the space artist he
became. Clar’s unique artistic vision for space art, starting in the 1980s, created high-visibility projects
that transformed state-of-the-art technology and highly engineered materials into evocative contemporary
art. Throughout his career, he has collaborated with both government and private industry, including
NASA, the Naval Research Laboratory, the Aerospace Corporation, and Boeing. His works have been
exhibited in museums, universities, and galleries across the United States and Europe, and they are also
part of corporate collections. In 1987, he established Art Technologies as an umbrella organization for
the bridge he was building between the realms of art and technology. Clar’s creativity finds inspiration
in scientific discoveries, the history of spaceflight, and artifacts left on the Moon. His space-related
works include highlighting the impacts of orbital debris, reflecting on the Moon landing, and exploring
the Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence (SETT). Over the last forty-plus years, he has examined the
effects of space exploration on humanity and society. Other artistic movements like the light and space
movement, related to minimalism, op art, and geometric abstraction, have had their progenitors and
students; Richard Clar will be known as one of the original voices that helped to set the direction of the
field of space art and promote and foster space artists and cultural visionaries of the next generations.
This paper and the companion video presentation aim to highlight Clar’s work and stimulate discussion
between artists, scientists, and designers, as well as to inspire new generations of space enthusiasts.
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