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FLOWING NARRATIVES: A SPACE DATALED CINEMATIC DIALOGUE BETWEEN TWO RIVERS

Abstract

Flowing Narratives is an interdisciplinary artistic research project developed under the 2026 Godrej
Design Lab Fellowship, with the support of the Institut Français in India. Led by artists Priyanka
Rajkakati and Imon Raza, the project brings together contemporary art practice, environmental story-
telling, and space-enabled observation methods. Given the long-standing links between Godrej and ISRO
in advancing India’s space ecosystem, this project extends that lineage into the cultural sphere, situating
artistic inquiry alongside scientific and technological innovation.

The project investigates two riverine systems on opposite sides of the globe: the Brahmaputra in
Assam, India, and the Garonne in Toulouse, France. These rivers, marked by constant flux, erosion,
seasonal transformation, and shifting ecologies, become shared laboratories for understanding the lived
experience of climate change. By integrating Earthobservation satellite data with onground narratives,
Flowing Narratives seeks to bridge the perceptual gap between scientific datasets and the everyday realities
of communities shaped by these waters.

This cinematic inquiry combines multispectral satellite imagery with documentary field recordings to
develop a dataled filmic language. The aim is to translate geospatial patterns (flood pulses, sediment drift,
morphological changes) into audiovisual forms that evoke both scientific precision and poetic resonance.
Alongside the film, the project incorporates analog photographic experiments using medium format and
35mm film. These photographs are developed using water and sediment collected from the Brahmaputra
and Garonne, embedding the material presence of the rivers directly into the artwork. This process
becomes a climate “stamp,” a literal and metaphorical imprint of environmental conditions on image-
making.

By weaving together human stories, river histories, and satellite perspectives, Flowing Narratives
proposes an expanded notion of cocreation rooted in deep ecology. The rivers are not merely subjects of
study but active participants in shaping the aesthetic and conceptual outcomes.

Looking ahead, the project envisions broader applications of artistic–scientific collaborations in climate
communication. Future work includes developing open-source visualisation tools derived from the project’s
satellitetostorytelling methodology, extending field collaborations with local communities, and exploring
cross-cultural ecological narratives through additional river systems.

Ultimately, Flowing Narratives aims to contribute to a more intuitive and emotionally resonant public
understanding of planetary change—one that complements scientific knowledge with artistic insight and
sensory connection.
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