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Abstract

Flowers have been constant metaphors for beauty for over a thousand years in Japanese culture.
Across diverse cultures throughout the world, their presence seemingly suggests a certain universality
of beauty embedded in their nature. Yet true beauty remains hidden, holding within it the potential
to bring profound delight to humans. With the aim of designing an aesthetic experience that enhances
interconnectedness between the universe and humans, this practice-based research discusses a collaborative
approach through the creation of an installation. This installation realised a landscape consisting of an
iron flowerless plum tree, surrounded by sounds generated in real time through the detection of cosmic
muons in a cloud chamber, and accompanied by a subtle scent of Japanese plum blossoms. In homage to
the Noh play “Toboku”, the plum tree signifies inner beauty – one that cannot hide its elegant fragrance
even in the darkness of night. The authors regard cosmic muons, which are constantly showering upon
the earth, as metaphorical seeds of plum blossoms. The seeds, transformed into sound through the
installation, are sown within our minds, destined to bloom in early spring. Through interdisciplinary
collaboration among an artistic director, an experimental physicist, a sound designer, and artisans, the
installation was presented at the exhibition “mission∞infinity | space + quantum + art” at the Museum
of Contemporary Art Tokyo in February 2026. This paper outlines the underlying concepts that intersect
particle physics, art and design, and music, as well as the methods and results. The authors envision that
such an interdisciplinary approach will contribute to exploring and sharing noble aesthetics through lived
experience, intuitively and gently sensing the essences of nature within the universe.
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