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MOON GALLERY AND MOON BOUND: ARTS MISSIONS FOR THE LUNAR SURFACE

Abstract

Having successfully launched a gallery of artworks to the ISS in 2022, the Moon Gallery Foundation is
now preparing for its next two missions to bring art to the lunar South pole. Moon Bound will become the
first purpose-made book to be landed on the moon on board the Astrolab Flip rover, currently scheduled
for launch in summer 2026. This mission will pave the way for the Moon Gallery, a collection of physical
artworks for that will become a permanent museum on the lunar surface.

Moon Bound is a 1 cm anthology of works created by 48 international artists and writers, all answering
the question ‘How Does The Moon See The Earth?’ It represents a collection of ideas, image and text
submissions along with statements and manifestos that locate this project in the context of the Moon
Gallery’s ambitions for better representation of the arts in space. This paper will present Moon Bound
as the next step in the history of human fascination with the Moon, as historically manifested in arts
and literature that take the moon as their subject. It hypothesises a future of lunar habitation in which
human inhabitants of the Moon will be similarly inspired to gaze upon the Earth from the Moon, and
conceive of the Earth/Moon relationship from the lunar vantage-point.

The paper will describe the journey of making this curated collection of artworks and launching it to
the moon, and will explore the significance and importance of sending such artwork to the Moon. It will
explore the contributions of the Moon Bound Book artists team, comprising writers, poets, visual artists,
scientists, astronomers, dancers, musicians, and artistic researchers. It positions this work in the context
of the culturalization and democratization of space. It will address issues faced in the landing of creative
works on the Moon, such as the status of intellectual property on the lunar surface, particularly where
that work is an international collaboration originating from countries with different local interpretations
of the Outer Space Treaty. This aims to promote discussion of larger questions about the relationship
between the arts and space sectors.
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