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THE GALACTIC JOURNEY: CONTEXTUALISING SPACE HISTORY VIA TIME TRAVEL

Abstract

When the science fact and fiction website Galactic Journey began in 2013, its on-screen date read
October 21, 1958. This was not a typo or programming error: Galactic Journey is a “time-shifted” blog,
each article written as if it is occurring in real time exactly 55 years ago. In ”Journey time”, the writers
of Galactic Journey are now living in 1971.

While Galactic Journey’s prime focus is science fiction and its associated fandom, space activities
form a significant secondary focus in the blog. Since its first day of publication Galactic Journey articles
have charted the beginnings of spaceflight and the expansion of the Space Race. Civil and defence space
activities, human spaceflight and deep space exploration, scientific and applications satellite programs are
all discussed within the context of their times, with coverage extending beyond the US and Soviet space
programs to follow space activities in Europe, Japan, China, and elsewhere.

The site itself, together with its associated social media, form part of an integrated suite of digital
offerings including two online radio channels, a “television network” with period programming from both
the United States and the UK, a virtual technology museum, and a Discord community where discussion
can take place both “in period” or from the perspective of today. Galactic Journey has also broadcast
(via Discord) live coverage of all crewed space missions, from Mercury to Apollo, ”as they’ve occurred”.

The unique premise of Galactic Journey enables its international team of volunteer writers to explore
and contextualise historical events, politics, social and cultural trends, scientific discoveries and technical
developments from the perspective of eyewitnesses experiencing first-hand the world as it was at the time,
in contrast to the academic perspective of modern historians reviewing and explaining the world and
events of the past.

This paper examines Galactic Journey and its associated media as a unique form of digital space
history text, engaging audience interest by making them eyewitnesses to space history events as they
occurred “live”, contextualised through the broad range of contemporary literary, media, cultural, social,
political and ”current events” articles that surround the spaceflight articles. By unfolding the step-by-step
development of global space activities within the context of their times, this immersive experience not
only acts as an important counter to the plethora of conspiracy theories, mis- and dis-information about
space activities that abound in the current digital environment but also reveals often overlooked events
and participants.

1

Paper ID: 113516
oral


