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DATA POLICIES, CAPACITY BUILDING, AND DISASTER RESPONSE

Abstract

As the International Charter: Space and Natural Disasters, UN SPIDER and other groups devoted
to disaster response have demonstrated, satellite imagery can be an indispensable tool in responding to
disasters, especially in the critical early phases of the response. Imagery can also be just as useful in
recovery and rebuilding efforts. In order for communities to make the best use of these important tools
in recovery and rebuilding, they need to build the capacity to analyze and interpret the data. A number
of organizations, including the UN Office of Outer Space Affairs (UN OOSA), the UN Regional Centers
for Education in Space Science and Technology, and space agencies offer capacity-building workshops and
other training, many designed especially for developing countries. These organizations do an excellent
job in providing technical training in the use of analytical and display software. In recent years, data
crowdsourcing and community remote sensing techniques have added important additional capabilities
to the response, recovery, and rebuilding toolbox. This paper will examine the benefits and possible
drawbacks of these newer tools and explore their legal and policy ramifications. They are critical to
the ability of communities to make use of these important tools of response, recovery, and rebuilding.
This paper argues that in addition to training in the use of analytical and interpretive tools, training
organizations should also consider providing an understanding of the governing data policies and legal
limitations in the use of satellite and other related data and techniques.
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