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Abstract

Improving energy mass performance of launch vehicles is one of the most important research areas in
rocket science. The general possibility to increase launch vehicle performance is usage of the most energy
containing propellant components. Also maximum cutting speed depends on the optimal propellant
distribution per stage. The most optimal launch vehicle configuration is the tandem-staging launch
vehicle. But this scheme has some technical disadvantages in comparison with lateral-staging launch
vehicle. The nonoptimality of the lateral-staging launch vehicle appears because the second stage begins
its individual flight with half-empty tanks. The way to solve this problem is the propellant crossfeed
between the first and the second stages during its joint flight. Despite the complexity of this process it
can be implemented on the modern lateral-staging launch vehicles. The main crossfeed usage difficulty
manifests in the dynamics of launch vehicle disturbance motion. Besides the fact that the dynamics of
lateral-staging launch vehicles is insufficiently investigated and it’s almost no information in open sources,
propellant redistribution makes strong impact on the launch vehicle dynamics and requires its detailed
research. In this work the mathematical model of the launch vehicle disturbance motion was proposed,
stability regions was built and analyzed. Also considered some other issues of design and design parameters
of lateral-staging launch vehicles with the propellant crossfeed between stages.
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