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Abstract

Ius in bello as enshrined in the primary humanitarian law (1949 Geneva Conventions, 1977 Additional
Protocols and international customary law) requires concrete measures in order to protect specific groups
such as the civilian population. Such measures cannot be implemented without viable communication
channels, including via satellites. One of the projects guaranteeing the fast deployment of satellite com-
munication in situ in the context of humanitarian crises (natural or man made disasters) is the project
emergency.lu which is based on a network of international agreements, including the ITU framework,
European law, national legislation of Luxembourg and relevant contracts. The paper analyses this legal
framework and qualifies it as a tertiary humanitarian law.
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