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Abstract

The carbon fiber reinforced composite show good prospects in the structural design of the spacecraft
cabin because of its large strength, high specific stiffness. When the flight vehicle is distributed among
vibration environment, cracks may be aroused, while strong acoustic emission (AE) wave is also generated.
AE is defined as the class of phenomena whereby transient elastic wave is generated by the rapid release
of energy from a localized source of damage. Various types of AE sources, such as matrix/fiber breakage,
fatigue cracks, rubbing, and impact of foreign objects etc., can bring out the propagation of AE waves,
which contains most of the structure damage information. This paper aims to study the characteristics
of AE wave propagation in a cylindrical composite cabin with variable diameters. In order to obtain the
propagation characterizations of AE signals, simulation based on finite element method (FEM) is effective
method. Firstly, the finite element model of the carbon fiber reinforced plate CFRPis established. Then,
three different types of AE sources including matrix cracking, fiber breakage and interface cracking are
simulated. Meanwhile, the wavelet packet method is introduced to analyze the AE signals obtained
from the simulation. And the different modes of the AE signals can be identified through the energy
distribution. Moreover, the AE signals are decomposed by Choi-Williams transformation, and obtained
the reconstructed signals which only contain two basic mode waves. Lastly, the attenuation law of the
two basic mode waves at different propagation direction and distance are investigated. The knowledge
of the AE wave propagation characteristics in the structure of CFRP is important for damage evolution.
The results of this study clearly illustrate the effectiveness of using the FE method to model AE wave
propagation problems in cabin with complex shape.
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