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NASA’S HUMAN LUNAR LANDING STRATEGY

Abstract

In early 2020, NASA’s Human Landing System Program made awards to a set of American companies
to compete for the design, delivery and demonstration of an integrated human landing system to put
the next Americans on the South Pole of the Moon by 2024. Awards were made utilizing the NextSTEP
Broad Agency Announcement procurement mechanism and kicked off a seven-month Certification Baseline
Review, leading up to a Continuation Review and possible down-select by NASA at the end of 2020. This
paper discusses the work that has been done thus far for the rapid development of a human landing system
to safely carry the first woman and the next man to the lunar surface. It will also provide a preview of
the work that remains ahead for the program.
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