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SATELLITE AND DRONE IMAGES TO HELP CACAO FARMING IN PERU

Abstract

For Peru, cacao exports exceeded US 200millionin2014.In2015, thecropareaofcacaowasincreasedbyacultivableacreageofaround50, 000hectares.These50, 000hectaresrepresentagrowthofaround15ItisexpectedtoworkdirectlywithproducerorganizationssuchastheAssociationofCocoaProducersoftheConventionV alley(APROCAV−
AsociaciondeProductoresdeCacaodelV aledeLaConvencion), theCentralCooperativesoftheConventionV alley(COCLA−
CentraldeCooperativasdelV alledeLaConvencion), amongothers.Anintelligentmonitoring, basedonsatelliteanddroneimages, ofthecurrentcropareasandfuturehectareswillhaveasubstantialeconomicimpactforPeruifourproposednovelmonitoringonlyrequiresamodesteffortandleadstoimprovedfarmingpractices, betterriskassessments, and, finally, toahighercropyield;However, aproofofconceptwillrequiretheobservationofcacaoplantationsoverawholegrowingperiodandhastoincludeirrigation, fertilization, pestmanagement, plantdiseases, andecologicalsideeffects.
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