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Abstract

The Canopus Award for Excellence in Interstellar Writing is a prestigious literary award that recognizes
outstanding works of fiction and nonfiction that promote and celebrate the dream of interstellar travel.
Established in 2015 by 100 Year Starship, the Award seeks to honor those who contribute to this field
through their writing.

A panel of experts in the fields of science, engineering, and literature evaluates each nominated work
based on its scientific accuracy, literary quality, and overall contribution to the field of interstellar travel.
The judges also consider the work’s impact on public awareness and engagement with the concept of
interstellar travel.

The Canopus Award seeks to inspire and encourage new writers to explore the themes of interstellar
travel and the possibilities it holds for humanity’s future. It also recognizes established authors who have
made significant contributions to the field of interstellar writing.

Past winners of the award include Kevin J. Anderson and Rick Wilber for “The Hind,” Jeff Lemire
and Gabriel Hernandez Walta for Sentient, and Alex McKenzie and Punske for “Language Development
During Interstellar Travel.” These works represent some of the best writing in the field of interstellar
travel, inspiring readers to think about the possibilities of space exploration and to imagine a future
where humanity is a spacefaring species.

In addition to recognizing outstanding writing, the Canopus Award also helps to broaden public
awareness and support for interstellar travel initiatives. By highlighting the importance of interstellar
travel in popular culture, the award encourages public engagement with space exploration and fosters
a sense of excitement and wonder about what lies beyond our planet. The award also helps to bring
attention to the challenges and opportunities associated with interstellar travel, inspiring researchers and
innovators to pursue new technologies and solutions to the challenges of space exploration.

The Canopus Award celebrates the power of imagination and creativity in our quest for knowledge and
understanding of the universe. Through recognizing exceptional works of fiction and nonfiction, the award
inspires us to think about the possibilities of space exploration and to imagine a future where humanity
is a spacefaring species. By promoting public awareness and support for interstellar travel initiatives, the
Canopus Award helps to shape a brighter future for all of us.
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