
75th International Astronautical Congress 2024

IAF MATERIALS AND STRUCTURES SYMPOSIUM (C2)
Smart Materials and Adaptive Structures & Specialized Technologies, Including Nanotechnology (9)

Author: Mr. Akshat Tahilramani
University of Petroleum and Energy Studies, India

Ms. PRAKRITI BOSE
University of Petroleum and Energy Studies, India

Mr. Kandim Parekh
University of Petroleum and Energy Studies, India

Ms. Harshita Soni
University of Petroleum and Energy Studies, India

NANOMATERIALS REVOLUTIONIZING ENGINE DESIGN: ENHANCING EFFICIENCY AND
SUSTAINABILITY

Abstract

Nanostructured materials are at the forefront of materials science, poised to transform engine design
and performance across numerous applications. This abstract explores their crucial role in boosting engine
efficiency and sustainability, outlining key research directions and challenges in this dynamic field. One
primary challenge in engine design is optimizing combustion for greater efficiency and reduced emissions.
Nanostructured materials offer a promising solution due to their unique properties at the nanoscale. For
example, nanoparticles can act as catalysts, improving combustion completeness, thus enhancing fuel effi-
ciency and lowering emissions. Additionally, nanostructured coatings on engine components can enhance
heat transfer, minimizing thermal losses and boosting overall efficiency. Engine air intake system design is
critical for performance, and nanostructured materials can greatly impact this area. They enable advanced
air filters with superior filtration and airflow properties. Moreover, integrating nanomaterial-based sensors
into intake systems allows real-time feedback for adjusting fuel injection parameters based on variables
like altitude and thrust requirements, ensuring optimal performance under diverse conditions. Nanos-
tructured materials also promise to enhance the durability and reliability of engine components. Precise
tuning of microstructure and composition at the nanoscale results in exceptional mechanical properties
such as high strength, wear resistance, and corrosion resistance. This extends component lifespan, reduces
maintenance needs, and enhances sustainability. Beyond direct engine performance, nanostructured mate-
rials facilitate the transition to eco-friendly propulsion systems like fuel cells and batteries. They improve
fuel cell catalyst efficiency and stability, enhance battery electrode energy density and cycling stability,
and enable lightweight structural components, fostering cleaner and more sustainable transportation and
power generation. Despite significant progress, challenges persist in scaling up manufacturing processes,
ensuring compatibility and reliability in harsh conditions, and addressing potential environmental and
health concerns associated with nanomaterials. Overcoming these challenges requires interdisciplinary
collaboration among materials scientists, engineers, and environmental researchers, highlighting the need
for continued research and innovation in this rapidly evolving field. Nanostructured materials offer im-
mense potential to revolutionize engine design and performance, enhancing efficiency, sustainability, and
reliability across various applications. By leveraging their unique properties and addressing research chal-
lenges, we can fully harness the power of nanostructured materials to shape the future of engines and
drive toward a more sustainable transportation and power generation landscape.
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