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Abstract

Nazrin Naghiyeva Zohra Kangarli
As humanity ventures into the vastness of space, the governance of activities within the International

Space Station (ISS) becomes a crucial aspect of our extraterrestrial exploration. ”Law Among the Stars:
A Comprehensive Review of International Space Station Regulations” delves into the intricate legal frame-
work governing the ISS, providing a nuanced understanding of the regulations that shape the activities and
interactions within this microcosm of human collaboration in space. This comprehensive review begins
by tracing the historical evolution of international agreements and treaties that laid the foundation for
the establishment and operation of the ISS. The analysis encompasses pivotal agreements such as the In-
tergovernmental Agreement (IGA), which outlines the legal status of the station, and various Memoranda
of Understanding (MOUs) among the partner nations, elucidating the collaborative nature of this ambi-
tious project. The article examines the multifaceted legal dimensions associated with the ISS, exploring
the rights, responsibilities, and liabilities of the partner nations and entities involved. It scrutinizes the
jurisdictional challenges arising from the extraterritorial nature of the ISS, shedding light on how these
complexities are navigated within the established legal framework. The interplay between national space
laws and the overarching international agreements is dissected to offer a comprehensive perspective on the
legal landscape surrounding the ISS. Furthermore, the article assesses the regulatory mechanisms govern-
ing human activities aboard the ISS, with a focus on the protection of astronauts’ rights and well-being.
It scrutinizes the protocols in place for dispute resolution, emphasizing the importance of maintaining
harmony among the diverse international partners sharing this confined space environment. Additionally,
the article addresses issues related to intellectual property, technology transfer, and the sharing of scien-
tific data – integral components of the collaborative spirit underlying the ISS. The ethical considerations
of space exploration are woven throughout the analysis, examining how the regulations governing the
ISS contribute to the promotion of human dignity, equality, and cooperation in the pursuit of scientific
knowledge beyond Earth. The article concludes by highlighting potential areas for future development in
space law, anticipating the evolving needs and challenges as humanity continues to expand its presence
in space. ”Law Among the Stars” serves as a valuable resource for scholars, policymakers, and space
enthusiasts seeking a comprehensive understanding of the legal intricacies surrounding the International
Space Station, offering insights that extend beyond the confines of our planet into the boundless realm of
space governance.
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