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Abstract

Space exploration had captivated the minds of people across the globe for decades, with many looking
up to the stars and wondering what lies beyond our planet. However, few had the opportunity to explore
space firsthand, and it was often difficult to get young people interested in the scientific and technical
fields necessary for space exploration. A solution to this problem was proposed by creating a space camp
in Wadi Rum, Jordan, which included realistic analog astronaut missions.

The space camp provided a unique experience for young people in Jordan, offering a hands-on approach
to learning about the various fields involved in space exploration. Through the analog astronaut missions,
participants learned about the physical and psychological challenges faced by astronauts during space
travel, including isolation, confinement, and limited resources. They also had the opportunity to work
with advanced technologies, such as robotics and virtual reality, and to engage in problem-solving and
critical thinking exercises.

The space camp was designed with the local community in mind, incorporating cultural and historical
aspects of Wadi Rum and Jordan. By highlighting the rich history of the region, the camp connected
participants to their heritage and inspired them to pursue careers in science, technology, engineering,
and math (STEM) fields. The program was also inclusive, offering opportunities for underprivileged and
marginalized communities in Jordan.

This initiative helped address the lack of diversity and representation in the space industry by providing
an inclusive and accessible program that encouraged the participation of all youth in Jordan, regardless
of their background or socioeconomic status. By empowering young people through STEM education and
hands-on experiences, this program inspired the next generation of scientists and engineers. Participants
wrote their own papers based on their experiences and presented them at the International Astronautical
Congress (IAC), showcasing the impact of the camp on their personal and professional development.
Ultimately, this initiative helped create a more diverse and inclusive space industry, one that reflected the
talents and experiences of people from all backgrounds and walks of life.
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