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Abstract

The HolySpace Challenge heralds a pioneering shift in educational strategies for space science, aimed
at students in their primary and secondary years. This innovative program intertwines the domains of
STEAM with the compelling narratives of space exploration and entrepreneurship, drawing inspiration
from the documentary ”Space Torah.” This film highlights Dr. Jeff Hoffmans historical milestones, not
only emphasizing his critical role in the repair of the Hubble Telescope but also his unique experiences
celebrating holidays in space, marking his identity as the first American Jew in this unique context.
Through these narratives, the initiative positions itself at the forefront of space education innovation.

Initiated by Out of the Box, the HolySpace Challenge is designed to spark an intense interest in
space entrepreneurship among the youth. It stands out by inviting participants from around the globe to
conceptualize and bring to life projects that reimagine holiday celebrations in the vast expanse of space.
More than just fostering creativity and innovation among students, the challenge introduces them to the
realm of entrepreneurship and the complexities of life and operations in space environments.

A pivotal aspect of the program is its focused investment in the professional development of educators.
In partnership with the Kibbutzim College of Education, the initiative equips teachers to become mentors
who adeptly support students as they navigate the nuances of the challenge. This collaboration enriches
the educators offerings to schools and selected groups of learners, presenting an educational enrichment
beyond the conventional curriculum. By positioning educators as key agents of inspiration and knowledge
dissemination, the program significantly extends its educational impact, promoting sustained engagement
with space sciences and entrepreneurship.

The broad appeal of the HolySpace Challenge, spanning from Israel to the United States, underscores
its global significance and appeal. The 2023 iterations adoption of Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools signifies
a leap towards aligning space education with the forefront of technological innovation, thus preparing
students for the evolving landscape of space exploration.

This article presents the outcomes from the international competition, detailing the innovative projects
developed by students and the transformative journey undertaken by teachers. Through reflective journals,
educators have shared their experiences of leading a space entrepreneurship challenge for the first time,
lacking prior knowledge in both entrepreneurship and space. This narrative underscores the challenges
role in fostering a community of learners and educators, united in their quest to explore the final frontier.
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