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EXCITING NEWSPACE INITTATIVES

Abstract

France adopted its national space Law, the French Space Operations Act (FSOA), in 2008. The three
main objectives of this law are to 1/ ensure the implementation by France of its international commitments
according to the UN Treaties on space law, 2/ ensure safety for persons, goods and environment during
space operations and 3/ ensure the long term sustainability of activities in outer space. To that end, the
FSOA has created an authorization regime for launch operations and operations consisting in controlling
an orbital system in outer space.

Since 2019, an intensive work for updating the FSOA is conducted by CNES and the minister in charge
of Space, in close relationship with the French space ecosystem (launchers and satellites field) and also
other national space regulators. The FSOA has been updated in august 2023 and the associated decrees
and orders will enter into force in 2024. This paper will present the main evolutions of the FSOA and
the associated technical and legal measures to provide a stable and clear frame to the exciting projects of
the newspace. This update addresses in particular launchers with re-triable stages, regulation of future
autonomous flight safety system, motorized dispensers of satellites, dedicated disposal measures for orbital
objects - from non-manoeuvring Cubsat up to NGSO large constellations - and in orbit servicing



