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Abstract Note: India’s cooperation with International Space faring nations has a long legacy. As
India moves towards realizing its space aspirations, its co-operation for outreach and capacity building
with international partners will increase. This cooperation is already reflected in all spheres of national
development, security and space exploration of both the primary as well as partnering nations. Policy
considerations and directives acts as a key to define the future course of action for such cooperation in
meeting India’s space ambitions from increasing our marketshare from two percent to ten by the end of
decade. These could range from earning dividend from International partnership like Artemis accords
membership to India’s own ISRO-Bhartiya Antariksh Station initiatives. The paper attempts to present
parameters for evaluating options of India’s international space cooperation in recent past and its way
forward.

In the above mentioned scenario, space technology and space based data/services have become relevant
for studying spatial and temporal pattern of resources, their availability and distribution, in the context
of burgeoning demand of growing populations. As such ‘Space’ forms a trans-national dimension for
international cooperation and goodwill generation. International collaborations in space technologies are
focused on scientific and technological factors along with political, economic and cultural aspects, which
eventually lead to strategic long standing partnerships or relation. This paper intends to use a combi-
nation of methods and theories like Expected Utility Theory, Fuzzy Logic, GIS, (among others found
relevant) to suggest possible outcome index in inter-relationship of prominent Indian space collaborations
with International communities along with their respective components and their relevance in the future.
An attempt is made to indicate a quantitative and qualitative analysis onwards assessing suitability of In-
ternational space cooperation. The areas under study would include elements such as • National security
agreement towards space security among the nations. • Stronger space research program leading to the
development of specialized technological capability. Transfer of Technology in energizing sectors/ applica-
tion, which otherwise would have taken several years to develop. • Use of common space-infrastructures
and sharing of space based data for resource management and societal benefits. • Enhanced research in
science, technology, engineering with more number of students / professionals and its impact on education
and economy.
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