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Abstract

Astrophysicist Benjamin Pope, writer/filmmaker Ceridwen Dovey, and poet/writer /broadcaster Alicia
Sometimes propose a joint presentation on their recent and ongoing art-science collaborations that blend
scientific and artistic insights and creative practice.

Benjamin Pope and Ceridwen Dovey are collaborating on a series of artistic outputs based on how
exoplanets (planets around other suns) are imagined by the public, by astronomical artists, and by
exoplanetary scientists. These creative outputs include a trio of short experimental films that will circulate
on the film festival circuit and within museums and cultural institutions; creative non-fiction essays
published in literary magazines; and live education events for high school science educators to demonstrate
the possibilities of arts-science partnerships and projects. They will discuss the ways in which artists and
scientists find common ground in terms of inspiration and innovation, and the productive overlaps between
artistic and scientific practice.

After receiving a prestigious ANAT (Australian Network for Art and Technology) Synapse grant,
award-winning poet Alicia Sometimes worked closely with astrophysicists at the University of Queensland
on combining poetry with astrophysics. The project, ‘Astro-Poetic Compositions: Mapping Dark Energy
through poetic experimentation,’ utilised scientific and literary methods to explore the contextualisation
of astrophysical vocabulary. This collaboration has resulted in several poetic works as well as two short
audio-visual works exploring the subject of dark energy.

The artistic outputs of these innovative science-arts partnerships are designed to be shared widely with
diverse, non-expert audiences (e.g. at writers’ festivals and literary events, film festivals, poetry readings
and museum outreach and education events). They ask viewers/readers/listeners to contemplate possible
space futures in order to live more ethically on this resilient Earth, which is relevant to the conference
theme. This session will establish the wider context and background for these two related projects, and
will include screenings of film clips, as well as readings by the artists/scientists from recently published
literary work (including poems and creative non-fiction essays) that have resulted from these art-science
collaborations.



