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MAKING STRIDES TOWARDS SPACE SECURITY IN LEO

Abstract

This is a challenging moment for space security. The State’s role in adopting risk and threat reduction
measures has shifted. Diplomatic discussions are essential fora to identify and address potential disrup-
tions against a limited number of space systems, in order to assess the scale and effect of a large range of
malicious activities that could impact not only the initial target but also spread and create risks of colli-
sions, especially in LEO. Simultaneously, efforts are underway to establish international legal frameworks
to facilitate multilateral cooperation, data sharing, and coordination for future operations. Lawmakers
and legal practitioners need to adopt a flexible approach, beyond compartmentalised and fragmented
public and private space sectors, to maintaining and preserving international space cooperation on orbit.

LEO presents a terrain for study of these concerns in two main ways. First, with regards to the de-
ployment and use of satellites in LEO, studying the opportunities and challenges from a State perspective.
Second, examining the consequences of risks and threats caused in LEO reveals the ways disruptions can
affect the use of some orbital shells, and the role State and private entities play in this context, from a
legal and policy perspective.

This two-part paper links the existing diplomatic dialogue between States with the practical reality of
the entire value chain, which will ensure the long-term sustainability of space activities.
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