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Abstract

The Interdisciplinary Research Center for Extraterrestrial Studies (IFEX) represents a unique aca-
demic research topic at the Julius-Maximilians-University in Würzburg, combining research fields from the
areas of space technology and research, Search for Extra Extraterrestrial Intelligence (SETI) and research
into Unidentified Anomalous Phenomena (UAP). The centre has pioneered various space technologies and
investigations, including AI applications in space, such as the nanosatellite SONATE-2 (launched in 2024),
AI-supported SSA observatory or sensor technologies for Mars exploration. The presentation introduces
the specific activities of IFEX in the areas of small satellite missions, space situational awareness (SSA),
UAP research and SETI, and discusses the similarities and synergies between these areas, which can open
up new perspectives and applications.It also shows how UAP research can be founded and successfully
integrated into academic work at a university, giving the example of IFEX in Germany.
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