
76th International Astronautical Congress 2025

IAF SPACE EDUCATION AND OUTREACH SYMPOSIUM (E1)
Space Culture: New Processes of Public Engagement in Space through Culture and Art (9)

Author: Dr. Georgina Chavez
Universidad Catolica Boliviana San Pablo, Bolivia

Mr. P. Miguel Machicado
Universidad Catolica Boliviana San Pablo, Bolivia

Mr. JOEL DASTIN DURAN PAREDES
Universidad Catolica Boliviana San Pablo, Bolivia

Ms. Sarah Arteaga
Universidad Catolica Boliviana San Pablo, Bolivia

ASTRONOMY IN THE AYMARA CULTURE

Abstract

Stars and constellation were the first approximation of humans with space. The Aymaras are an
ancestral culture from South America whose presence dates back to the pre-Columbian era. Aymara
cosmovision identifies the sky as “Arajpacha” and was the observation of this Arajpacha during nights
that allows them to identify constellations and give their own meaning. Constellations were used by the
Aymaras for both: agriculture and mythology. The aim of this paper is to explore how the Aymaras
included astronomy in their daily life and how this ancestral knowledge can be used to introduce young
Aymara generation to the space science by developing in them a proud sense of their inheritance in
astronomy.
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