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Abstract

Human space travel is becoming more popular in various discussions, and traditional space agencies
are no longer the only ones involved. With various stakeholders and growing interest, the opportunities
emerging for human space exploration in the coming years and decades, while exciting for many, raise nu-
merous unresolved moral and ethical questions. Alongside institutional programs like NASA’s “Artemis”
or “Mars 2117 Lunar Rover” programs of the United Arab Emirates, which aim to return humans to
the Moon, private companies such as ”Blue Origin” and ”SpaceX” have similar or even more ambitious
goals, such as establishing the first human colony on Mars or going even further to make humanity a
multi-planetary species. However, discussions within and beyond the space community often overlook
the fundamental question of "Why” - whether there are deeper, ultimate reasons to justify human space
exploration beyond practical and utilitarian motives like scientific research or economic gain. Specifically,
in this discussion, I want to emphasize the philosophy of “Extraterrestrial Imperative”. This explores
various perspectives on space travel as a pursuit that tests humanity in every aspect of its physical and
spiritual existence, encapsulated in “Three Fundamental Laws of Astronautics”, outlined in an article
named “Anthropology of Astronautics” from 1957: 1. No one and nothing within the natural laws of the
universe place limits on humanity, except humanity itself. II. Not only Earth but the entire Solar System,
and as much of the universe as humans can reach within the bounds of natural law, is their rightful domain
of activity. III. By expanding into the universe, humanity fulfills its destiny as a part of life, endowed with
reason and guided by the wisdom of moral law within. This paper intends to factor into the ever-growing
ethical analysis of the issues in question as the latter includes a wider angel of astronautics so it is, in a
way, the touchstone of astronautics.



