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Abstract

The concept of colonizing the future refers to the preemptive structuring of possibilities, choices, and
environments for future generations. In the context of outer space exploration and utilization, this concept
raises significant ethical concerns, as decisions made today, by governments, corporations, and policy-
makers, establish long-term precedents that shape humanity’s engagement with space. Current space
governance frameworks, including binding treaties like the Outer Space Treaty (OST) (1967) and political
agreements like the Artemis Accords (2020), reflect a predominantly anthropocentric and extractivist
paradigm, reinforcing economic and geopolitical interests while marginalizing alternative epistemologies
and ethical considerations. This research critiques the colonial logics embedded in contemporary space
governance and argues for a more pluralistic, sustainable, and intergenerational approach to space policy.

The historical expansion into what were considered empty new frontiers has often been characterized
by patterns of coloniality, where dominant actors impose their values, norms, and governance structures,
shaping the trajectory of development to serve their own interests. Space exploration risks repeating these
patterns by privileging a linear, progress-driven narrative that equates human presence with control, ex-
traction, and territorialization. The increasing involvement of private space actors exemplifies this trend,
as resource utilization and economic incentives drive policy decisions rather than principles of planetary
stewardship or ethical governance. Such a trajectory risks ”colonizing the future” by preemptively lim-
iting alternative imaginaries of space engagement, restricting future generations to a governance model
dominated by economic and military interests.

Drawing from decolonial theory, intergenerational justice, and Indigenous epistemologies, this paper
advocates for a re-examination of space governance that decenters extractivist and anthropocentric models
in favor of ethical frameworks emphasizing stewardship, planetary care, and pluralistic governance.

This work explores key questions critical to ethical space governance:
- How can space policy frameworks ensure equitable and inclusive participation in decision-making?
- What governance structures might integrate non-Western and Indigenous perspectives to foster more

sustainable space activities?
- How can space law move beyond profit-driven extraction to embrace planetary solidarity and stew-

ardship?
By addressing these concerns, this paper challenges dominant paradigms in space law and policy

and calls for a shift towards governance models that reflect pluralistic, intergenerational, and ethical
approaches to space exploration. Rethinking how we “colonize the future” is not just an abstract philo-
sophical exercise, it is a practical necessity for ensuring that the ethical, legal, and political structures
governing space remain adaptable, just, and inclusive for all of humanity.
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