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Abstract

The International Commission for Astronautic Records (ICARE) of the FAI (Fédération Aéronautique
Internationale) was originally founded in 1960 to appraise and ratify human spaceflight records. In this
paper, we present an overview of the ICARE commission’s history, current activities and evolutions in
order to adapt to a rapidly evolving context regarding spaceflight. First, we present the origin of the
ICARE Commission, with a focus on the Karman Line ), which is the conventional altitude boundary
(100 km) that has been chosen as the limit between aeronautics records and spaceflight records. We
emphasize the scientific significance of the Karman Line and present new elements supporting ICARE’s
decision to keep the 100 km as the reference altitude boundary. Secondly, we present a panorama of
ICARE’s current activities aimed at recognizing major spaceflight achievements. In addition to the
validation and ratification of spaceflight records, six medals and diplomas are awarded for outstanding
accomplishments. Finally, we provide an overview of the latest evolutions in the ICARE Commission that
have been initiated to adapt to the transforming landscape of spaceflight: A rewrite of the Sporting Code
for astronautic records to better reflect current (and future) developments and the launch of the ICARE
“Miliarium Ad Astra Grand Challenges” which are designed to incentivise and recognize the “One small
step...” moments in the future history of spaceflight.



