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Abstract

On 24 April 2024, the United States of America and the Republic of Japan, along with co-sponsors
from 63 other States, introduced a draft resolution in the United Nations Security Council (UN SC)
aimed at preventing the use of nuclear weapons in outer space. It was the first time when issues relating
to prevention an arms race in outer space had been addressed in UN SC as they have so far only been
considered within the Conference on Disarmament since 1980’s. In response, the Russian Federation
exercised its veto power, and as an alternative, on 20 May 2024 put forward jointly with the People’s
Republic of China a draft resolution aimed at banning the placement of any type of weapon in outer space,
which was subsequently vetoed by the American side. Given that the resolutions of UN SC are legally
binding, the deliberation of outer space issues within this UN body is perceived as a significant step on
prevention an arms race in outer space. On the contrary, Article I of the 1967 Outer Space Treaty (OST)
states that “the exploration and use of outer space, including the Moon and other celestial bodies, shall be
carried out for the benefit and in the interests of all countries . . . and shall be the province of all mankind”.
This principle underscores the belief that outer space issues should be addressed with the participation of
all States, rather than being limited to the decisions of totally 15 UN Member States. At the same time
since Article IV of the OST has served as a critical pillar for a long time in the framework of international
space law, explicitly forbidding the placement “in orbit around the Earth any objects carrying nuclear
weapons or any other kinds of weapons of mass destruction, install such weapons on celestial bodies, or
station weapons in outer space in any other manner”. This is a fundamental international obligation that
has preserved outer space as a partially demilitarized zone and has never been violated. In light of these
developments, the present paper aims to conduct a thorough analysis of the draft resolutions presented to
UN SC, evaluating the legal implication and potential benefits and drawbacks of addressing outer space
issues within UN SC. The exploration of these perspectives will provide a clearer understanding of the
future of outer space governance in the context of international law and cooperation.
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