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Abstract

Cultural institutions sit at the intersection of industry, academia, and the public understanding of, and
engagement with, space – with enormous audience reach that can have major impact in space outreach
activities.

Powerhouse Parramatta is one of the world’s most significant new museum projects. Opening in 2026,
it represents the largest State investment in cultural infrastructure since the Sydney Opera House, and
will attract 2 million visitors annually. It is also the first major cultural institution to be established in
Western Sydney, addressing the region’s historical lack of access to museums and galleries, and making
culture accessible to new and diverse audiences.

‘Task Eternal’ is the groundbreaking new aerospace exhibition that will open Powerhouse Parramatta.
With Task Eternal, Powerhouse pioneers a new model of exhibition-making: co-curating with industry
and community, to realise an exhibition of unprecedented scale and ambition, that is a radical departure
from traditional museum practices.

From the vantage point of the Southern Sky, and on the precipice of a new space age, Task Eternal
upends traditional narratives of flight and space, using the sky as a mirror to reflect upon urgent issues we
face on Earth. Space sustainability, and the interconnectedness of Earth and space, are central storylines,
speaking directly to the theme ‘Sustainable Space: Resilient Earth’.

Task Eternal rejects a single ‘museum voice’, platforming diverse voices and perspectives on space,
including: astronauts, industry leaders, scientists and engineers, First Nations community leaders, science
fiction writers and filmmakers, space architects, and artists. It brings together significant historical
artefacts, alongside new industry innovations, and creative commissions, to investigate the complex social,
political, cultural, and environmental impacts of leaving the ground.

The exhibition has been co-curated with an international group of advisors and collaborators, rep-
resenting varied fields of expertise, from space ethics and environmentalism to engineering and design –
in partnership with space agencies worldwide, leading international cultural institutions, and local Aus-
tralian space industry. It will be accompanied by expansive public and learning programs, amplifying the
exhibition’s reach, and helping build a sustainable space workforce.
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This talk presents Task Eternal as a case study for Powerhouse’s unique approach to exhibitions,
and discusses the process of co-curating with industry and community to tell the complex, multi-faceted
stories of space. We assess the impact of the national and international partnerships formed in doing so,
and consider how the cultural and space sectors globally can collaborate to bring their work to the public.
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