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Abstract

Science fiction exhibitions play a crucial role in advancing public space education, fostering future
literacy, and stimulating interdisciplinary discourse on humanity’s interstellar future. These exhibitions
bring together a diverse array of artistic and technological works, speculative and critical design pieces
that transcend conventional scientific communication. By providing immersive and thought-provoking
experiences of the future, they ignite enthusiasm and imagination for space exploration. Audience par-
ticipation and engagement within the exhibition space further encourage critical thinking on the ethical,
social, and technological implications of space expansion.

This paper examines Futurescaping 2024: New Space Home, the thematic exhibition of the 2024 Bei-
jing International Design Week, which was exhibited in Beijing in October. The Exhibition Futurescaping
is a series of exhibitions, first exhibited in the public in Chengdu, 2020, which will be exhibited cities in
Beijing, Milan, and Singapore. The last two years, we were strongly supported by the Chinese Academy
of Aerospace Sciences and invited relevant experts to advise and guide the exhibition content and infor-
mation. The exhibition Futurescaping 2024: New Space Home employs an interdisciplinary framework
structured across five immersive sections: Pioneer Archives, which reimagines professions in Martian
environments; Material Revolution, showcasing advanced extraterrestrial materials; Take Me to Mars:
Marsia’s Box, visualizing Martian mobility and habitats; Mars Diary, a short film interrogating technol-
ogy’s interplay with cultural heritage; and the immersive theater New Space Home, envisioning humanity’s
evolution into an interstellar civilization. The exhibition not only delivers a visually stunning experience
but also embarks visitors on a poetic journey through time and space. By seamlessly integrating art and
technology, it invites audiences to rethink the destiny of humankind and the ultimate trajectory of our
civilization, inspiring boundless imagination about the future of interstellar life.

Through visitor surveys, interactive engagement analytics, and experiential studies, this research
demonstrates how the exhibition’s hybrid art-science narratives shift public perception from passive fore-
sight to active design futures thinking. Findings reveal that such immersive experiences deepen par-
ticipatory engagement, foster scientific curiosity, and inspire cognitive transformations toward collective
agency in shaping space exploration’s ethical, social, and technological dimensions. By bridging specula-
tive imagination and scientific rigor, the exhibition serves as a poetic spatiotemporal journey, challenging
audiences to re-evaluate humanity’s cosmic trajectory.

Science fiction exhibitions as experimental platforms for democratizing future-building discourse. It
provides actionable insights for museums, educational institutions, and cultural organizations to leverage
art-technology synergies, enhance public understanding of space culture, and galvanize global participation
in humanity’s interstellar future.



