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Abstract

The expanding space domain demands space law education evolve beyond theory to practical applica-
tion. This paper advocates for integrating experiential learning into postgraduate legal programs through
moot courts, wargaming, and interdisciplinary research. Drawing from the author’s experience with the
Manfred Lachs Space Law Moot Court, this paper demonstrates how practical exercises reinforce core
legal principles like treaty interpretation and state responsibility within novel space scenarios.

Drawing from the process of being a student and then coaching the Manfred Lachs team, this paper
demonstrates the transformative impact of hands-on learning. The process of preparing for the moot
court necessitated a re-evaluation and review of information already taught in courses on space, cy-
ber, and national security law. Particularly, students are required to practically apply established legal
principles—such as treaty interpretation, state responsibility, and dispute resolution—to emerging space-
related scenarios. The experience goes much further in depth than traditional essay examinations and
classroom hypotheticals. By implementing more robust practical experiences, students can gain a deeper
understanding of how their existing knowledge could be applied to novel space law challenges.

Additionally, wargaming simulations can provide similar realistic environments for legal and policy
analysis of potential space conflicts. While more common in military environments, such games can
be run successfully in academic programs and provide practical application of such legal frameworks as
well. Finally, interdisciplinary research, exemplified by the University of Nebraska’s SPACE-2 program
and student involvementcontributing to reputable publications, fosters a holistic understanding of space
law. By combining legal analysis with technical and scientific expertise, students gain critical skills in
interdisciplinary collaboration.

These practical components cultivate advocacy, negotiation, and problem-solving abilities, preparing
future legal professionals for the complexities of space governance. By bridging the gap between theory
and practice, space law education ensures a robust legal framework for humanity’s future in space.
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