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Purpose

The Moon, abundant in potentially valuable resources, is a key target for future mining operations. As
lunar activities accelerate, concerns about the governance and ethical management of celestial bodies are
growing. Indeed, while the Outer Space Treaty grants all states the freedom to explore and use outer
space, it provides little clarity on resource extraction.

However, without regulation, resource extraction could lead to monopolisation, environmental harm,
and disruption of scientific research. This paper examines the concept of granting legal personality to
the Moon as an alternative governance model, drawing from terrestrial precedents where natural entities
have been recognised as legal persons to protect their integrity.

Methodology

The study applies comparative legal analysis, examining precedents in environmental law, Indigenous
traditions, and corporate legal frameworks to assess the feasibility of extending legal personhood to
the Moon. Case studies, including the Whanganui River (New Zealand) and the Amazon Rainforest
(Colombia), provide insights into how non-human entities have been granted rights and legal standing.

The paper also evaluates several implementation pathways, such as:

• A multilateral agreement akin to the Outer Space Treaty,

• A Lunar Heritage Trust,

• A UN-led governance structure, or

• The unilateral recognition of legal personality by national space laws.

Additionally, the paper explores potential enforcement mechanisms, including legal actions in inter-
national courts and economic or diplomatic pressure.

Results

While challenges remain—such as defining legal guardianship, securing state recognition, and addressing
enforcement mechanisms—granting legal personality to the Moon could provide a robust mechanism for
lunar environmental protection, ensuring that lunar activities adhere to principles of non-harm, sustain-
ability, and intergenerational justice.

This approach offers key advantages:

1. Independent legal standing, enabling legal actions against harmful activities through appointed
legal guardians.

2. Long-term custodianship, providing enduring protection beyond political shifts.

Conclusions

Granting legal personality to the Moon represents a paradigm shift in space law, moving beyond state-
centric governance to a model that prioritises stewardship and intergenerational equity.
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The paper concludes that establishing legal personality for the Moon, whether through international
agreements or national legislation, could create a precedent for the governance of celestial bodies, ensuring
their protection in an era of rapid commercial expansion.
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